
Minutes of the Meeting of the Ninth 
Future Internet Forum of Member and Associated States (FIF)

Warsaw, 26-27 Sep 2012
1. Action Items

AI-W-FIF-1
Interested MSs will launch National FIF Chapters and inform the Commission services. 

AI-W-FIF-2
National FIF Chapters are encouraged to organize a workshop before the next FIA in Dublin, with the support of FI PPP projects, to gather information, identify target actors and build innovation eco-systems mainly with a view towards Phase 3 of the FI PPP.
AI-W-FIF-3
All FIF members to contribute to the ceFIMS database at http://www.cefims.eu/database/
AI-W-FIF-4
All FIF members to contribute to the INFINITY XiPi database.
AI-W-FIF-5
In light of the discussion on ERAnet+, and the concern of MSs of lack of funding at national level, the FIF members will pursue the identification of “communities of interest” for cooperation on specific areas and investigate relevant instruments.

AI-W-FIF-6
EC (Peter Fatelnig, Jorge Pereira) will provide information to the group on projects in the Agriculture, Harbours and Logistics.
AI-W-FIF-7
EC to address the EUREKA office to discuss opportunities to articulate funding of cooperation activities. [Similarly for COST.]
AI-W-FIF-8
EC (Jorge Pereira) to create templates for the national workshops.

2. Welcome and Next Meeting
The Polish host, Piotr Kepski, welcomed the FIF members to Warsaw.

The Chairman, Mário Campolargo, Director Net Futures (European Commission, DG CONNECT), opened the meeting and welcomed everybody.
A slightly revised Agenda was agreed (Annex 1), including the discussion of the document on the Ambassador role, some possible areas for cooperation suggested by MSs, Phase 3 of PPP, ERA-NET+ and joint programming and Horizon 2020.
The next meeting of the FIF was scheduled for FIA Dublin. The dates are not yet finalised, but most likely timeframe is end-April/early-May 2013.

3. Presentation on DG Connect
Mário Campolargo briefly presented the new DG CONNECT, a leaner, more customer-oriented organisation.

Looking forward towards Horizon 2020, the focus is more on innovation, evidence basis and information sharing.
In this context, ISTAG will become the CONNECT Advisory Forum (CAF). An open call for experts has already been launched, with a deadline of 26 October. The CAF will comprise 25-30 members. This group will also look into the policies that impact research. FIF Members were encouraged to stimulate (new) candidates to apply.
In preparation for Horizon 2020, the DG CONNECT had meetings with the FI-related ETPs Net!Works, NEM and NESSI to see if there current structure is still valid or other methods/organizations are more appropriate to take these ideas forward.

In the recent Competitiveness Week, an event promoted by VP Kroes aiming at increasing Competitiveness of the European economy through the use of ICT, there was a long, interesting discussion about the challenges and strategies for Net Futures in Horizon 2020.
4. Discussion of the Ambassador Role Working Group document

The meeting discussed at length the revised document produced by the working group after the Aalborg meeting. It became clear that, more important than the role of the Ambassador, it was the actual activation of an eco-system at national level, in what was defined as the National FIF Chapters.
AI-W-FIF-1
Interested MSs will launch National FIF Chapters and inform the Commission services.

To establish the National FIF Chapter (to be created in support of the "Ambassador" role, i.e. supporting the communication channel between EU and MSs) , the FIF Member needs to involve relevant National funding agencies, and reach out to entrepreneurs and all stakeholders - each country can implement this role in their own way. What is important is to immediately operationalize the National FIF Chapters: they need to define concrete objectives in relation to their role. One concrete proposal is the organization of national workshops to disseminate information and promote involvement in EU-supported Future Internet initiatives such as the FI PPP.
AI-W-FIF-2
National FIF Chapters are encouraged to organize a workshop before the next FIA in Dublin, with the support of FI PPP projects, to gather information, identify target actors and build innovation eco-systems mainly with a view towards Phase 3 of the FI PPP.

The EC will invite INFINITY and FI-WARE to contribute to the workshops.

Understanding the difficulty of getting all 27 MSs to hold national events before the next FIA, it was suggested the possibility of incorporating the national FIF events in currently scheduled events (e.g., in Spain, the FI-Ware event in Seville to announce the generic enablers). There needs to be a clear commitment to organize such events.
5. Update on National Initiatives – ceFIMS and INFINITY
Kevin Quinn presented the update on ceFIMS.

Latvia and Turkey have been added to the ceFIMS database; Portugal, Luxembourg, Norway and Hungary have been updated.

AI-W-FIF-3
All FIF members to contribute to the ceFIMS database at http://www.cefims.eu/database/
The updated ceFIMS roadmap is due in October.

Jacques Magen provided an overview of INFINITY and made a demonstration of the XiPi database. 
AI-W-FIF-4
All FIF members to contribute to the INFINITY XiPi database.

6. Communities of Interest
6.a. IoT in Harbours
Peter Nou presented this area as a candidate for future coordination between some MSs represented in the FIF.
Harbours are a particularly interesting are since they cross many functional areas – land, sea, shipping, etc. – with only partial information available about each one.
This topic could be considered for phase 3 of the PPP. An ecosystem like harbours requires many different sources and entities. It needs expertise on security, cargo, etc.

EC identified the FINEST project working in this space, and there are other FP7 projects in this area, such as CLAM and CON4COORD. 
6.b. IoT for Agriculture
Willie Donnelly presented the need for coordination in the area of “ICT for Agriculture” due to the maturity and silo-ed nature of the ICT in Agriculture market; he also identified an opportunity for Europe in the production of equipment for agriculture in China.
EC indicated some projects in this area: Smart-Agrifood (food logistics), WASP (animal farming) and WEIRD (forestry).
Pauli Kuosmanen informed that the Smart-Agrifood project is the 2nd largest user of FI-WARE's generic enablers.

6.c. Next Steps

In the discussion, it was again agreed that no specific funding scheme (such as ERAnet+) has been identified to organize and support such coordination efforts.

Mário Campolargo suggested that the EC would take an action to see how this “community of interest” can be progressed.

AI-W-FIF-5
In light of the discussion on ERAnet+, and the concern of MSs of lack of funding at national level, the FIF members will pursue the identification of “communities of interest” for cooperation on specific areas and investigate relevant instruments.

AI-W-FIF-6
EC (Peter Fatelnig, Jorge Pereira) will provide information to the group on projects in the Agriculture, Harbours and Logistics.
7. Smart Cities: ongoing projects/initiatives

The following projects were presented by the four speakers. 

· OutSmart – Srdjan Krco, Ericsson

· SMARTiP & Connected Smart Cities Network – Adrian Slatcher, Manchester DDA

· CITADEL – Ben Cave, 21c Consultancy

· CitySDK – Marja Mattila, Forum Virium
The slides will be available on the ceFIMS website after the meeting
8. FI PPP Phase 3

Peter Fatelnig presented information on the FI PPP state-of-play and notably the upcoming Phase 3.

The PPP scheme is now a mature scheme. The goal is to have an application “Pull” (to provide functionality required by the end customers) and a technology “Push” (to provide the best solution to those customers’ needs).
Call 3 opens in May 2013 and closes in Dec 2013. Call 3 is the largest FI PPP call with a budget of €130m. The call addresses Expansion of the Use Cases – PPP Call 3 Obj 1.8 and a Technology Foundation Extension and Usage – PPP Call 3Obj 1.9. CSAs in this call focus on coordination but also some development and deployment.

With Phase 3, the objective is to demonstrate that the FI PPP can act as a growth platform for small companies. Early validation of the concept seems to confirm the usefulness of this approach.  
One goal is to ensure the availability of the IPR in the long term. Each PPP project has a special clause saying all the intellectual property is open to all other partners indefinitely.

EC suggested that reaching out to the broad constituency could be tied in with the national FIF Chapter workshops actioned to the FIF member in AI-W-FIF-1 above.

9. Perspectives on Horizon 2020

Mário Campolargo presented briefly the status of preparation of Horizon 2020. FIF members were invited to contribute to the discussions.
10. Coordination of EU and National Initiatives: ERAnet+ and beyond
Mário Campolargo introduced the discussion based on a document submitted by Maurizio Pilu.

It was again stated that the crisis made it even more difficult to unlock funds from member states.

The discussion around the best methodology to promote joint-working between MSs reinforced the idea of ad hoc "communities of interest" as a way forward: each country would identify and get involved in topics of national relevance and expertise.

The EC emphasized that ERA-NET+ is the option for MS cooperation in the Horizon 2020 proposal, which is understood will raise some challenges. EUREKA and COST actions could also be considered.
AI-W-FIF-7
EC to address the EUREKA office to discuss opportunities to articulate funding of cooperation activities. [Similarly for COST.]
11. AOB

Willie Donnelly indicated that Ireland intends to hold a national meeting before the end of the year.
Stephen Agius informed that Malta has a meeting planned in November, which could support the national meeting.

Jesus Cañadas Fernández will see if a meeting could be held in Spain immediately after the FI-WARE meeting.

Portugal and Luxembourg also intend to hold a meeting before FIA.
AI-W-FIF-8
EC (Jorge Pereira) to create templates for the national workshops.
The template will be tested in Malta, Spain, Portugal and Ireland. Other MSs should inform the EC for proper planning of the “roadshow”.

Willie Donnelly informed the meeting that at the FIA Dublin, ceFIMS can host its last FIF. An ICT Management Committee meeting is also possible in Dublin.

Outside projects were thanked for presenting.

Annex 1: Agenda

Future Internet Forum
26-27 September 2012

Agenda
Chair: Mário Campolargo, Director, Net Futures, European Commission
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Wednesday 26 September

Welcome – European Commission and Polish NCP

"We are CONNECTED!" – Mário Campolargo, EC

Ambassador Role – approval of WG document

Update on National Initiatives


ceFIMS – Willie Donnelly, TSSG


INFINITY – Jacques Magen, InterInnov

IoT in Harbours – Peter Nou (Sweden)


ICT for Agriculture – Willie Donnelly (Ireland)

Smart Cities: ongoing projects/initiatives


OutSmart – Srdjan Krco, Ericsson


SMARTiP & Connected Smart Cities Network – Adrian Slatcher, Manchester DDA


CITADEL – Ben Cave, 21c Consultancy


CitySDK – Marja Mattila, Forum Virium

Mapping of EU and National Initiatives – discussion

Thursday 27 September

FI PPP Call 3/Phase 3 – Peter Fatelnig, EC

Perspectives on Horizon 2020 – Mário Campolargo, EC

Coordination of EU and National Initiatives: ERAnet+ and beyond – discussion

Discussion on H2020
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