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0. Participants - See Annex 1

1. Adoption of the Agenda

The agenda was adopted without changes.
2. Welcome by European Commission
Mário Campolargo, Director for Emerging Technologies and Infrastructures (European Commission, DG Information Society), opened the meeting, welcomed all and highlighted the importance of kicking off an informal inter-institutional dialogue with representatives of the Committee of the Regions (CoR), the European Parliament, the European Commission and the Future Internet Forum.
3. Panel of Representatives of EU institutions: Policy Developments Related to Future Internet
3.a. Mr Jean-François Istasse
, Committee of the Regions

In his address, Mr Istasse welcomed the opportunity for cooperation between the Committee of the Regions (CoR) and the Future Internet Forum (FIF). In particular, he welcomed the opportunity to present the position of the CoR on the Internet of the Future, a topic of considerable importance in the context of the EU 2020 Strategy.

Mr Istasse highlighted the importance of the use of new technologies to reduce the digital divide and the achievement of EU2020. ICT technologies are critical to providing the citizen and business with better services and greater security. ICT will play a key role in meeting important social, cultural and economic needs of citizens. The CoR believes that citizens should be guaranteed access to broadband irrespective of their location, providing them with a means of rapid and reliable communication and access to information. Affordable broadband internet access is essential for social and regional cohesion, regional competitiveness and economic growth.
Mr Istasse stressed the importance of local and regional authorities – as recognised in the Digital Agenda
 for a European Information Society – because of their economic importance at local level. Local and Regional Authorities should participate in and contribute fully and effectively to the governance of the Information Society. ICT can be a means of improving the services provided by Local and Regional Authorities in areas such as health, education, public order, security and social services. Public-Private Partnerships (PPP) between local and regional SMEs focused on developing ICT in public services, can be an excellent basis for building a foundation of skills and knowledge at local level, throughout the EU. Achieving equal opportunities in access and skills is a prerequisite from a social and economic standpoint. The CoR believes that a persistent digital divide can lead to social exclusion and economic retardation.
The CoR advocates investment in ICT research, as an effective means of accelerating innovation to meet the major socio-economic challenges of Europe and also as a means of ensuring the emergence and development of new businesses. The CoR calls in particular, for a coordinated use of FP7, Structural Funds and Competitiveness and Innovation Framework Programme (CIP). This coordination is essential for EU competitiveness and synergy between cohesion policy, research, higher education and innovation at national and regional levels.
Mr Istasse also highlighted the need for the respecting of safety and security requirements in the development of the internet infrastructure and internet services. This will ensure the highest confidentiality and protection of personal data and prevent unauthorised monitoring and profiling.
In conclusion, Mr Istasse welcomed the intention of the Commission to involve the CoR, as coordination of actions is needed at European level in order to avoid duplication of efforts and the definition of common goals, based on public interest. As Local and Regional Authorities are key players in the development of the Future Internet, the CoR considers this meeting to be a very important opportunity to participate in the FIF discussions.
In thanking Mr Istasse for his contribution, Mário Campolargo stressed the importance of involving the Local Authorities in the FIF and the FI-PPP. The Commission had taken the local dimension into consideration when setting out these initiatives. Furthermore, the CoR will be kept informed of their ongoing development.
3.b. Mr. Rudolf Niessler, Director for Policy Coordination, DG Regional Policy (DG REGIO), European Commission
In a presentation titled ‘Cohesion Policy: Supporting ICT’, Rudolf Niessler explained that the Directorate General for Regional policy is responsible for the implementation of Cohesion policy that is the European Union's strategy to promote and support the overall social and economic development of its member states and regions. The Cohesion policy aims to reduce differences in the level of development of Europe's region, focusing on key areas that will help the EU tackle the challenge to remain globally competitive. He presented a series of top line figures for the programming period 2007-2013, relating to Structural Funds investments. These include:
· About €350 billion, representing the 35% of the EU budget for the period 2007-2013 is earmarked through instruments of Cohesion policy

· About €15 billion, corresponding to the 5% of the Structural Funds, are earmarked to Info-Soc priorities; (broadband €2.3b and ICT services and applications  €12.7 b)

Mr. Niessler reported of some findings from the March 2010 Commission Communication on the implementation of the Structural Funds programmes for 2007-2013 per priority area and overall, which merged individual MS reports. The main findings of the Strategic Report were:

· EU-wide member states selected projects for more than € 93 billion, corresponding to the 27% of the total allocation under the Cohesion policy 2007-2013. Investment in the area of the digital economy  is slower than the total average, particularly in the field of broadband investments. So far, only 18.1% of the total envisaged investments for broadband has been allocated to projects across the EU, while the average rate of project selection in exploiting ICT use in the public and private services and business sectors amounts to 21.2%, with uneven spending performance among the different member states. In particular, some severe implementation delays can be observed in Poland in terms of broadband investments.

DG REGIO engaged in a number of specific projects that could be of interest for the Future Internet Initiative members. These include: Information Society related fast-track networks
: “B3Regions
”, “PIKE”
, “IMMODI”
; the Regio-Stars award with three innovative projects awarded  in 2010 on High Speed Broadband Roll-Out (France), New Business Model for Monitoring Heart Failure (Germany)and Computer Literacy for Citizens (Lithuania).

Structural Funds operate differently than the FP7. The former is implemented through a shared-managed scheme with the European Commission and the managing authorities in Member States and regions operate. The second is directly managed by the European Commission.  Therefore, projects and initiatives would have to be discussed locally with the representatives of the local management authorities. Mr. Niessler encouraged Member States and Regions to approach local authorities to discuss with them about the possibilities for financing projects, in particular, as funding is still available for this programming period and this line of action and it is also subject to availability of funding. The role of DG REGIO would be to assist DG INFSO in information days, seminars, visit to member states aimed at fostering the implementation of those digital agenda priorities that coincide with the Cohesion policy.
4. Update on policy context: Digital Agenda for Europe and Preparations for FP8
Franco Accordino gave an overview of the Digital Agenda Flagship, which consists of seven pillars, all of them related to Future Internet. The pillars more relevant to the FIF scope are: 'Ultra-fast Internet for All" and "Research and Innovation". The Deployment broadband connectivity in Europe should be coupled with the development of more advanced services and applications. By end of 2010 a “Broadband Communication plan” will lay out a common framework for actions by the EU and Member States to meet broadband targets, including the reinforcement and rationalisation of funding for high-speed broadband through various EU instruments (e.g. ERDF, ERDP, EAFRD, TEN, CIP).

Member State representatives were asked to consider two questions in this regard: (1) how could such new demands for deploying advanced technologies be integrated with large-scale test-bed facilities for Future Internet? (2) what kind of new application scenarios would such technology deployment enable?

Another key DAE pillar is "Research and Innovation", where the objective of doubling research investments by 2020 has been set. In order to achieve this ambitious goal there is a need to leverage private investments in Europe. The FI-PPP is the one of a number of instruments which will eventually stimulate private investments in R&D in Future Internet. Other pilots and mechanisms are foreseen in the DAE and in the current ICT work programme; for example, pre-commercial procurement addressing such areas as photonics, inclusion and e-health, etc. The relevance of European Partnerships for Innovation — which cover both social and innovation goals, and advocate a move of the R&D scope closer to markets — need to be evaluated in the coming months, in particular as to their viability to address the Future Internet needs.
Finally, Mr Accordino provided an updated draft schedule of the preparation of FP8 and of the Multi-Annual Financial Framework.

Attendees raised a number of subjects which the Commission should investigate with regard to FP8. These include:
· Net neutrality;
· IPv6 (working paper en route);
· CIP as a funding instrument;
· Systematic inclusion of regional aspects (combining structural funds with FP8 monies in the future). 
5. Update on the status of the FI-PPP
Peter Fatelnig outlined the ongoing preparations which suggest that work relating to the core platform has gained momentum after the merger of the two camps (EFII, the European Future Internet Initiative and FIRA, the Future Internet Alliance into one single initiative called EFIA, the European Future Internet Alliance. The Commission expects numerous use case scenario proposals. Member States (MS) are welcome to bring the proposals they are aware of to the attention of the Commission should they wish to do so in line with the FI-PPP call for proposals conditions and deadline. The timing has been established as follows: evaluations in January, negotiations in February and March, official launch event towards the end of April, all contracts aim at the same, fixed start date of 1 April 2011.

With phase 1 of the PPP in progress, attention of the Commission shifts to work beyond phase 1. This concerns the scoping of FI-PPP work programme 2013 (the expansion phase, i.e. phase 3) and preparatory activities for a possible follow-up beyond 2013. 

A specific further element will be fostering of regional pilots in the context of the FI-PPP. MS are invited to motivate regions, also towards leveraging EU funds to upgrade or expand innovative Internet infrastructure. Plans on this will be one element of work with the selected projects during the 1st half of 2011.
Relating to the forthcoming evaluation of the FI-PPP proposals in January, Mario Campolargo invited Member States to propose candidate experts for consideration..
6. The importance of the Future Internet for the digital society of tomorrow
The importance of balance was stressed by MEP Lambert van Nistelrooij, who stated that there was a danger of privacy and freedom of choice being damaged if the management and governance of the internet was left solely to Governmental bodies. Rather, Government and non-Government stakeholders need to continue to work together in this regard. Mr. van Nistelrooij, also involved in meetings of the Internet Governance Forum (IGF), cited the need for democracy, privacy and human rights bodies to become active in initiatives such as the Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN) and the net neutrality debate.
Mr. van Nistelrooij said the European Parliament is open to getting involved with the FIF in developing new themes for research. For example, Cloud computing and its effect on data protection issues must be addressed. Regulation on data protection needs to be updated. Within this domain, businesses must be given opportunities to grow and develop. Appropriate legislation is required.
7. Overview of Member and Associated States initiatives: ceFIMS Progress towards a common mapping of FI activities

Project Leader Willie Donnelly outlined the rationale for and role of the ceFIMS FP7 Coordination Action. The project will gather information at MS and regional levels on the various Future Internet research work being carried out around Europe. Four specific objectives were outlined for ceFIMS:
(1) Collect information on Member State Future Internet initiatives (database identifying national actors/activities)

(2) Undertake analysis to identify potential synergies and areas for more strategic cooperation between Member States, and Member States and the EU

(3) Build consensus leading to roadmap and implementation framework for creation of a FI ERA-NET+ and closer links of Member State initiatives with PPP

(4) Raise awareness of MS FI, including European Prize for the most innovative use cases of FI in the MS/regions
Mr. Donnelly then described some of the FI research currently underway in a number of different Member States and Regions. The project will produce a roadmap to support this process. It is important that the Regions’ opinions are considered in this roadmap process. Both the CoR and DG REGIO will be invited to join the ceFIMS Steering Committee.
ceFIMS will support the meetings of the FIF: this CoR meeting is the 4th such meeting of the FIF and represents the first external discussions engaged in by the FIF. The contact point at the Commission for ceFIMS is Project Officer Petronela Burceag (Petronela.BURCEAG@ec.europa.eu).
8. Launch of the contest for Prize
ceFIMS will bring support to organising the ‘FI Prize’. This prize is an opportunity for European regional and national Future Internet initiatives to promote their work. Initiatives can take the form of innovative products and services that will shape the Future Internet. The competition was launched at the FIF meeting with the inaugural winner to be announced at FIA Ghent in December.
The winning FI initiative will have the opportunity to showcase, to promote their work and receive media recognition. The Judging Panel will comprise 5-7 invited experts, with adjudication based on Published Criteria: (sample) Innovate Use of Technologies; Inclusion and Universal Usability (local entities, citizens, socio-economic issues, aging population); Established Contacts with Industry; Eco-Friendly ‘Green ICT’; Pilot implementations; Excellence in themed areas and/or cross-domain; Cross-regional and/or cross-national. These draft criteria are aligned with Recommendations from CoR documents. Membership of the Judging Panel will be decided upon shortly and all Member State representatives are asked to announce the prize in their respective home States.
The Prize will be a Waterford Glass plaque, complete with the name of the winning FI initiative, date, location (“presented at FIA Ghent, 2010”), etc. The Prize will be an on-going competition and will align with FIA events; i.e. every 6 months, with winners announced /publicised at FIA events.

ceFIMS will engage further with DG REGIO (who also run a prize-giving competition to encourage the sharing of best practices) to discuss competition procedures and potential judges.
9. Conclusions

Luis Rodriguez-Rosello, Director for Converged Networks and Services (European Commission, DG Information Society) drew the conclusions from the meeting:

· The contribution of the Regions in the Future Internet domain is important on a number of fronts:
· Social cohesion through the use of the internet;
· Broadband as a public service;
· Roles of the Regions in the overall deployment of ICT;
· Basic public services and ICT could be the basis for a future PPP.

· The Regions represent currently untapped potential for ceFIMS, and the project should consider how best to use this resource within the scope of its work.
· The FIF can help new services and applications to become interoperable.
· Importance of openness:
· Core Platform for the FI-PPP
· Opportunities for SMEs
· PPP should create an innovation eco-system which boosts growth
· This meeting sets a precedent for cooperation between different institutions. The momentum created must be used to go beyond current ICT developments, and should embrace social and economic issues. 
· The context is particularly favourable to leverage inter-institutional dialogues and support to the implementation of the ‘Digital Agenda for Europe' as well as the 'Innovation Union' policy frameworks. The contribution of the FIF members to underpin this process is encouraged along the following lines:

· FIF's views on the implementation of the Digital Agenda, in relation to aspects such as broadband infrastructures, cloud computing, future internet enabled applications, etc.

· FIF's views on the implementation of the Innovation Union, in relation to aspects such as European Innovation Partnerships, structural funds, etc.

· Examples of pre-commercial procurement related to Future Internet infrastructures and services, at national or regional levels.

· The European Commission will circulate the Innovation Union communication once adopted.

· ceFIMS will propose a time frame for the FIF members to provide input on the above aspects and on local/regional/national initiatives to consolidate into a comprehensive inventory. ceFIMS will also distribute a document proposing terms of reference, guidelines and deadlines for the FIF Prize and the FIF newsletter.
The next FIF meeting will take place in the context of the Future Internet Assembly event in Ghent, on 17 December, 2010. In the same context, ceFIMS will also organise a half-day workshop with European Technology Platforms (ETPs) related to Future Internet. The following FIF meeting will take place at FIA Budapest on 18 May, 2011.
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Committee of the Regions (COR):  Jean-François Istasse
European Parliament (EP): Lambert van Nistelrooij
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DG INFSO: 
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DG REGIO: 

Rudolf Niessler, Enrica Chiozza, Reka ROZSAVOLGYI

� Mr Jean-François Istasse is rapporteur on the opinion of the Committee of the Regions  on  the EC initiatves "TRANSFORMING THE DIGITAL DIVIDEND INTO SOCIAL BENEFITS AND ECONOMIC GROWTH" and "A PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP ON THE FUTURE INTERNET"


� Digital Agenda for Europe: � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/digital-agenda/index_en.htm" ��http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/digital-agenda/index_en.htm�





� More information on Fast Track Networks: http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/cooperation/interregional/ecochange/ftn_en.cfm?nmenu=9


� B3Regions: Regions for Better Broadband Connection. See � HYPERLINK "http://www.b3regions.eu/" ��http://www.b3regions.eu/�


� PIKE: Transferring eGovernment and wireless broadband good practice. See � HYPERLINK "http://www.pike-project.eu/" ��www.pike-project.eu/�


�  http://www.interreg-immodi.net/
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